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Books and Book Chapters:

English:

Barritt, E. (2020). "Global Values, Transnational Expression: from Aarhus to Escazú". In V.
Heyvaert, L.A. Duvic-Paoli (Eds.), Research Handbook on Transnational Environmental
Law. Edward Elgar Publishing. doi: https://doi.org/10.4337/9781788119634.00022 (This
chapter examines how international values of environmental law find transnational
expression in the Aarhus Convention and the Escazú Agreement, highlighting the ways in
which these two instruments differ and examining reasons for this difference. It also
considers the scope for the development of other regional instruments and reflects on the
ways in which transnational environmental law, as expressed in regional agreements,
allows for different legal cultures to elaborate on core values of international
environmental law.)

Ebbesson, J. (2021). “Public Participation”. In L. Rajamani, J. Peel (Eds.), The Oxford Handbook
of International Environmental Law. Oxford University Press. (This chapter provides a
general overview of the application of public participation in international environmental
law, including in treaties such as the Aarhus Convention and the Escazú Agreement.)

Mutesasira, P. D. (2020). Environmental Procedural Rights in Africa : With Specific Reference to
South Africa and Uganda (Ser. Humanity, Earth and Law in the Third Millennium,
volume 3). Eleven International Publishing. (This book analyses the domestic
implementation of the right to access to information, public participation and to access to
justice in South Africa and Uganda. It also makes a case for the inclusion of the right to
protest as a potential fourth environmental procedural right. Attention is also paid to the
fact that environmental procedural rights have gained widespread recognition by
governments, illustrated by agreements such as the Aarhus Convention and the Escazu
Agreement.)

1 This bibliography was compiled by Pablo Serra-Palao (PhD candidate at the University of Murcia,
Spain; email: pablo.serra@um.es) and Felix le Roux (LLM candidate at the University of Pretoria, South
Africa; email: felixleroux29@gmail.com).
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Peña, N.G., Hunter, D.B. (2020). “The Hard Choices in Promoting Environmental Access
Rights”. In D. D. Bradlow, D. B. Hunter (Eds), Advocating Social Change Through
International Law: Exploring the Choice Between Hard and Soft International Law (pp.
110–137). Brill Nijhoff. https://doi.org/10.1163/9789004417021_007 (This chapter
explores the development of environmental rights from soft international law into hard
international law. In particular, this chapter explores the profound effects of Principle 10
of the Rio Declaration, and how the development of soft international law approaches has
led to the emergence of regional hard law such as the Escazú Agreement.)

Vereinte Nationen Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean. (2019). Climate
Change and Human Rights: Contributions by and for Latin America and the Caribbean.
Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC).
http://repositorio.cepal.org/bitstream/handle/11362/44971/1/S1900999_en.pdf. (In this
joint publication, the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean
(ECLAC) and the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights
(OHCHR) have undertaken to highlight the numerous contributions to the human rights
perspective made by and for the region, including the Escazú Agreement.)

Spanish:

Bárcena, A., Torres, V., & Muñoz Ávila, L. (Eds.) (2021). El Acuerdo de Escazú sobre
democracia ambiental y su relación con la Agenda 2030 para el Desarrollo Sostenible.
Editorial Universidad del Rosario. https://doi.org/10.12804/urosario9789587847567 (this
open access, co-authored book contains many relevant contributions about the
interlinkages between the Escazú Agreement and the 2030 Agenda and it is divided in
five interrelated parts: Prosperity, Planet Earth, People, Peace, and Alliances.)

García Pachón, M. P. (Ed.) (2020). Información, participación y justicia ambiental:
herramientas para alcanzar el desarrollo sostenible y la justicia ambiental. Universidad
Externado de Colombia (this collective book is divided into three well differentiated
parts: the first one is a general exploration of the Escazu Agreement itself, with three
main chapters; the second part is dedicated to the pillar of public participation and access
to information in environmental matters; and the third one contains diverse topics all
related with environmental justice.)

Guzmán Jiménez, L. F. (2021). Los derechos de acceso a la justicia ambiental en los
ordenamientos jurídicos colombiano y español. Universidad Externado de Colombia (this
book provides a comparative analysis of what the author calls ‘access rights’
—information, public participation and access to justice in environmental matters— in
the Spanish and Colombian legal system.)

Jiménez Guanipa, H., & Luna Leal, M. (Coords.) (2020). Crisis climática, transición energética
y derechos humanos. Tomo I: Crisis climática, derechos humanos y los Acuerdos de París
y Escazú. Fundación Heinrich Böll.
https://co.boell.org/es/2020/03/30/crisis-climatica-transicion-energetica-y-derechos-huma
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nos (the third part of this book contains several contributions about the interlinkages and
common challenges of the Paris Agreement and the Escazú Agreement)

Prieur, M., Sozzo, G., & Nápoli, A. (Eds.) (2020). Acuerdo de Escazú: Hacia la democracia
ambiental en América Latina y el Caribe. Ediciones Universidad Nacional del Litoral.
https://hdl.handle.net/11185/5688 (leading specialists in environmental law from all over
the world are gathered together in this open access, co-authored book to discuss at great
length on the Escazu Agreement and its implementation in Latin America and the
Caribbean.)

Salazar Ortuño, E. (2019). El acceso a la justicia ambiental a partir del Convenio de Aarhus:
Justicia ambiental de la transición ecológica. Aranzadi (a comprehensive analysis on the
access to environmental justice, with a special focus on the European and Spanish level
but also cross-referencing to the Escazu Agreement.)

Portuguese:

Garcia da Silva Maciel, J., Rigon de Araujo, T., & Rodrigues dos Santos, E. (2020). Participação
popular na defesa do meio ambiente: o contributo do Acordo de Escazú para a
participação popular no processo ambiental brasileiro. In C. E. Malinverni da Silveira, J.
I. Pilati, R. de Souza Vieira (Eds.), Republicanismo, cidadania e jurisdição: volume I
(98-118). UNESC. http://dx.doi.org/10.18616/rep04 (this open access chapter focuses on
how the exercise of the right of public participation in environmental matters in Brazil
could be improved by the ratification of the Escazu Agreement.)

Reports:

English:

Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC) (2018). Access to
Information, Participation and Justice in Environmental Matters in Latin America and
the Caribbean: Towards Achievement of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.
https://www.cepal.org/sites/default/files/publication/files/43302/S1701020_en.pdf (Also
available in Spanish, see the link below)

Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC) and Caribbean Court of
Justice Academy of Law (CCJ Academy of Law) (2018). Ensuring Environmental Access
Rights in the Caribbean: Analysis of Selected Case Law.
https://repositorio.cepal.org/bitstream/handle/11362/43549/S1800510_en.pdf

González, S. C., & Numer, E. (2020). Escazú Agreement for Young People. UNICEF.
https://www.unicef.org/lac/media/19326/file/escazu-agreement.pdf (Also available in
Spanish)
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Spanish:

Baldovino, S., Mora, C., Contreras, F., & Sánchez, K. (2020). Opinión Legal: El Acuerdo de
Escazú. Sociedad Peruana de Derecho Ambiental. https://spda.org.pe/?wpfb_dl=4589 (a
contribution of the Peruvian Society of Environmental Law arguing for the ratification of
the Escazu Agreement by the Peruvian Government.)

CEPAL. (2018). Acceso a la información, la participación y la justicia en asuntos ambientales
en América Latina y el Caribe: Hacia el logro de la Agenda 2030 para el Desarrollo
Sostenible.
https://repositorio.cepal.org/bitstream/handle/11362/43301/4/S1701021_es.pdf (an
in-depth report by the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean on
Principle 10 of the Rio Declaration and its importance for implementing the 2030 Agenda
for Sustainable Development.)

Fondo de Acción Urgente (2018). Impunidad de las violencias contra mujeres defensoras de los
territorios, los bienes comunes y la naturaleza en América Latina: Informe Regional.
https://fondoaccionurgente.org.co/site/assets/files/1258/informe_impunidad-ilovepdf-com
pressed.pdf (a heart-breaking report documenting different cases of violence exerted on
women defenders of environmental rights in Latin America. It also contains
recommendations for protection policies and prevention strategies to diminish this
generalised violence against women.)

Foro Social de la Deuda Externa y Desarrollo de Honduras. (2019). Acuerdo escazú, el tratado
internacional más importante en los últimos 20 años y ¿como Honduras puede ser
partícipe de él? FOSDEH, Foro Social de la Deuda Externa y Desarrollo de Honduras.
https://fosdeh.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/fosdeh-documento-acuerdo-escazu-2020.
pdf (a report about the relevance of the Escazu Agreement in the specific context of
Honduras.)

Frank, V. (2020). El Acuerdo de Escazú y la Conflictividad Socioambiental en América Latina:
Ambiente, desarrollo y acceso a la información. Editorial Cholsamaj.
https://www.dar.org.pe/archivos/docs/sist_fororegional_escazu.pdf (this document
reflects the main outcomes of the XI Regional Forum on Socio-Environmental Conflict
Transformation in Latin America, where more than 40 experts met to analyse the Escazu
Agreement and its impact on these conflicts.)

Front Line Defenders (2021). Front Line Defenders: Análisis Global 2020.
https://www.frontlinedefenders.org/sites/default/files/global_analysis_2020_spanish_web
.pdf (classic annual global analysis of human and environmental rights defenders in 2020
by the organisation Front Line Defenders.)

Nalegach; C., & Astroza, P. (2020). La necesidad de una democracia ambiental en América
Latina: el Acuerdo de Escazú. Documentos de trabajo nº 40 (2ª época). Fundación
Carolina. https://www.fundacioncarolina.es/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/DT_FC_40.pdf
(this working paper, brought by the Spanish Carolina Foundation, addresses the
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international context that currently characterizes Latin America and then focuses on the
motivations, stages and peculiarities of the negotiation of the Escazu Agreement and the
next steps.)

Academic Articles:

English:

Calumby, L. P. (2021). Participation Rights: From Aarhus to Escazú (LLM thesis).
https://skemman.is/handle/1946/37388 (This thesis analyses and discusses participation
rights in general and then draws a comparison between the Aarhus Convention and the
Escazú Agreement and how they guarantee such rights.)

Ciesielczuk, J., & Lopez Porras, G. (2021). Public Participation and the Escazú Agreement:
Implementation Challenges for Vulnerable Groups Amid a Global Pandemic. The IUCN
AEL Journal of Environmental Law, (11), 12-33.
https://eprints.lincoln.ac.uk/id/eprint/44736/ (This article focuses on the pillar of public
participation and discusses to what extent the Escazú Agreement can potentially
overcome the existing challenges with regards to ensuring public participation for
persons or groups in vulnerable situations.)

De Silva, L. (2018). Escazú Agreement 2018: A Landmark for the LAC Region. Chinese Journal
of Environmental Law, 2(1), 93–98. https://doi.org/10.1163/24686042-12340024
(General and brief overview of the Agreement.)

Ferrucci, G. (2019). A Pioneering Platform: Strengthening Environmental Democracy and
Justice in Latin America and the Caribbean. Journal of Management Policy and Practice,
20(5), 10-17. https://doi.org/10.33423/jmpp.v20i5.2597 (This paper examines how the
provisions of the Escazú Agreement can reduce barriers that undermine vulnerable
communities’ ability to exercise their environmental rights and thus strengthen
environmental democracy and contribute towards the achievement of environmental
justice.)

Guerra, S., & Parola, G. (2019). Implementing Principle 10 of the 1992 Rio Declaration: A
comparative study of the Aarhus Convention 1998 and the Escazú Agreement 2018.
Revista Jurídica, 2(55), 1-33.
http://dx.doi.org/10.21902/revistajur.2316-753X.v2i55.3382 (A comparative analysis of
both documents, highlighting the similarities, differences and steps forwards.)

Harris, M. E. (2020). The 2018 Escazú Agreement : Strengthening Public Participation and
Human Rights in Environmental Matters. Rivista di diritto internazionale e di
legislazione comparata, 103(4), 1007-1041. (This article focuses on the pillar of public
participation and also looks at the interplay between human rights and environmental
rights.)
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Hesselman, M. (2019). International Environmental Law. Yearbook of International Disaster
Law Online, 1(1), 436-444. doi: https://doi.org/10.1163/26662531-01001030 (This short
contribution reviews relevant developments as related to the Global Pact for the
Environment. The adoption of the Escazú Agreement by the UN Economic Commission
for Latin-America and the Caribbean (ECLAC) is noted as a particularly worthwhile
development.)

Hesselman, M. (2019). Human Rights Law. Yearbook of International Disaster Law Online,
1(1), 398-408. doi: https://doi.org/10.1163/26662531-01001026 (This contribution
discusses the interplay between disaster law and human rights law and reviews how
international and regional human rights bodies have made practical contributions to the
clarification of relevant rights and obligations in 2018. The paper argues that there is
currently a real appetite for the adoption of interpretative statements and even legal
instruments (such as the Escazú Agreement) that consolidate clear, easily accessible and
coherent protection of human rights in the sphere of environmental and disaster-related
harms.)

López-Cubillos, S., Muñoz-Avila, L., Roberson, L. A., Suárez-Castro, A. F., Ochoa-quintero, J.
M., Crouzeilles, R., Gallo-Cajiao, E., Rhodes, J., Dressler, W. H., Martinez-Harms, M. J.,
Runting, R. K. (2021). The Landmark Escazú Agreement: An Opportunity to Integrate
Democracy, Human Rights, and Transboundary Conservation. Conservation Letters,
e12838. https://doi.org/10.1111/conl.12838 (This article identifies the key provisions of
the Agreement and links these to tangible mechanisms which aim to integrate human
rights and nature conservation. These mechanisms include technological –e.g. free online
data–, human-based –e.g. legal advice from multidisciplinary teams–, and nature-based
solutions –e.g. transboundary species management.)

Maihold, G., & Reisch, V. (2021). Environmental Rights and Conflicts Over Raw Materials in
Latin America: the Escazú Agreement is Ready to Come into Force in 2021. (SWP
Comment, 4/2021). Berlin: Stiftung Wissenschaft und Politik - SWP- Deutsches Institut
für Internationale Politik und Sicherheit. https://doi.org/10.18449/2021C04 (This work
explores how the Escazú Agreement offers new leverage to Germany and Europe for the
drafting of supply chain laws.)

Olmos Giupponi, B. (2019). Fostering Environmental Democracy in Latin America and the
Caribbean: An Analysis of the Regional Agreement on Environmental Access Rights.
RECIEL, 28(2), 136-151. https://doi.org/10.1111/reel.12274 (This article addresses the
question of the delayed implementation of environmental democracy rights in Latin
America and the Caribbean. It then critically analyses the provisions of the Escazú
Agreement and the lessons to be learned from the negotiations. Finally, the article
underlines outstanding challenges in the implementation of the Agreement.)

Panovics, A. (2021). The Escazú Agreement and the Protection of Environmental Human Rights
Defenders. Pecs Journal of International and European Law, 2021(1), 23-34.
http://ceere.eu/pjiel/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/pjiel-2021-1-attila-panovics.pdf (This
article discusses the pillar of protection of environmental defenders and considers to what
extent the Agreement will enhance the protection of the environment and environmental,
land and indigenous defenders.)
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Oxford Analytica. (2021). Escazu Offers Framework for Progress in Latin America. Emerald
Expert Briefings, (20210812). https://doi.org/10.1108/OXAN-DB263420 (The article
critically discusses the failure of many states in the region to ratify the Agreement and
specifically highlights three points: progress in environmental protection will depend on
more countries joining the current twelve in fully committing to the agreement; a lack of
political will and pressure from economic groups will see governments drag their feet on
signing and ratifying the agreement; Honduras’s absence and the failure of Brazil,
Colombia and Guatemala to ratify will undermine efforts to protect environmental
defenders.)

Stec, S., & Jendrośka, J. (2019). The Escazú Agreement and the Regional Approach to Rio
Principle 10: Process, Innovation, and Shortcomings. Journal of Environmental Law,
31(3), 533–545. https://doi.org/10.1093/jel/eqz027 (This article considers the advantages
and disadvantages of implementing access to information, public participation, and
access to justice in environmental matters at the regional level, with reference to the
unique features of the Escazú Agreement, including its scope and definitions, background
principles, burden of proof and protections of environmental defenders and vulnerable
populations.)

Timperley, J. (2021). Protecting Environmental Protectors. The Lancet Planetary Health, 5(5),
e260-e261. https://doi.org/10.1016/S2542-5196(21)00115-7 (This article focuses on the
pillar of protection of environmental defenders - it discusses some steps that governments
can take to ensure the effective implementation of the Escazú Agreement and strengthen
the protection of environmental defenders.)

Willaert, K. (2020). Public Participation in the Context of Deep Sea Mining: Luxury or Legal
Obligation? Ocean & Coastal Management, 198, 105368.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ocecoaman.2020.105368 (This article analyzes the existing
principles and available options regarding transparency, public participation and access to
justice (including the Escazú Agreement) in all phases of deep sea mining activities,
identifies the main weaknesses and suggests possible corrections, all the while assessing
whether such provisions should be considered a luxury or rather the implementation of an
enforceable legal obligation.)

Spanish:

Acevedo-Castillo, N., Laso-Samsing, C., & Norambuena-Avilés, R. (2020). ¿Quién defiende a
las defensoras? Género, etnia y derecho al acceso a la justicia en los tiempos del conflicto
ambiental en Chile. Entorno, (69), 67-75. https://doi.org/10.5377/entorno.v0i69.9569
(this article explores the legal and judicial framework in Chile in order to clarify whether
it guarantees —or not— an effective protection of the rights of women environmental
defenders.)

Aguilar Cavallo, G. (2020). El contenido y los alcances contemporáneos del derecho al acceso a
la participación ambiental. Ius et Praxis, 26(2), 78-103.
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http://dx.doi.org/10.4067/S0718-00122020000200078 (this paper is related to the right to
public participation integrated in the Escazú Agreement, 2nd pillar.)

Aguilar Cavallo, G. (2020). El derecho humano al acceso a la información ambiental y la
jurisprudencia interamericana. Revista Brasileira de políticas públicas, 10(3), 82-108.
https://doi.org/10.5102/rbpp.v10i3.7276 (an overview of the right to environmental
information, the Escazu Agreement and the role of the Inter-American Court of Human
Rights.)

Barrios Lino, D. D. (2020). El Acuerdo de Escazú como el instrumento normativo más
importante para los defensores de derechos humanos ambientales en el Perú y América
Latina. Revista de Derecho, 5(1), 114-128. https://doi.org/10.47712/rd.2020.v5i1.74 (the
article focuses on the protective mechanisms for environmental activists contained in the
Escazú Agreement and its relevance for Latin America, with a specific focus on Peru, 5th
pillar.)

Borràs Pentinat, S. (2013). El derecho a defender el medio ambiente: la protección de los
defensores y defensoras ambientales. Derecho PUCP, (70), 291-324.
https://doi.org/10.18800/derechopucp.201301.014 (this article offers a big picture of the
protection of environmental defenders at the international level and how they could be
better protected in legal terms.)

Borràs Pentinat, S. (2015). La contribución de la Corte Interamericana de Derechos Humanos a
la protección de los defensores ambientales. EUNOMÍA. Revista en Cultura de la
Legalidad, (9), 3-25. https://e-revistas.uc3m.es/index.php/EUNOM/article/view/2800 (the
author offers an in-depth analysis of the case law developed by the Inter-American Court
of Human Rights related to the protection of human rights defenders in general and
environmental defenders in particular.)

Calderon-Valencia, F. (2021). El Acuerdo de Escazú y los Líderes Sociales en Colombia, IdeAs,
(17). https://doi.org/10.4000/ideas.10366 (a very brief overview about the situation of
environmental defenders in Colombia and its relation with the Escazu Agreement.)

Calderon-Valencia, F., & Escobar-Sierra, M. (2020). Defensores ambientales en Colombia y
razonamiento abductivo en el acceso a la justicia. Veredas do Direito, 17(38), 69-112.
https://doi.org/10.18623/rvd.v17i38.1678 (the main aim of this article is to analyse the
right to access to justice of environmental defenders in the context of Colombia.)

Castro-Buitrago, E., & Calderón Valencia, F. (2018). Un derecho ambiental democrático para
Latinoamérica y el Caribe: los retos de la negociación del Acuerdo Regional sobre el
Principio 10 de Río 92. ACDI - Anuario Colombiano De Derecho Internacional, 11,
159-186. https://doi.org/10.12804/revistas.urosario.edu.co/acdi/a.6541 (the purpose of
this paper is to question whether if the region of Latin America and the Caribbean has
overcome the planning stage of a more democratic environmental law and entered a
materialisation stage of the Principle 10 of the Rio Declaration.)

Castro-Buitrago, E., Vélez-Echeverri, J., & Madrigal-Pérez, M. (2019). Gobernanza del agua y
Consejos de cuenca: análisis desde los derechos humanos al agua y a la participación
ambiental. Opinión Jurídica, 18(37), 43-63. https://doi.org/10.22395/ojum.v18n37a1 (the
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authors seek to connect water governance with human rights protection through the
incorporation of legal standards linked to the Escazu Agreement.)

Hernández Ordoñez, S. R. (2020). Los nuevos derechos de acceso en materia ambiental: el caso
del Acuerdo de Escazú. Estudios en Derecho a la Información, (9), 113-132.
http://dx.doi.org/10.22201/iij.25940082e.2020.9.14281 (this article provides a general
overview of how ‘access rights’ —access to information, public participation and access
to justice in environmental matters— are delineated in the Escazu Agreement and in
Mexican law. It also looks more deeply at the signature and ratification processes of this
treaty by the State of Mexico and the right of access to information in its domestic
legislation.)

Jiménez Guanipa, H. (2019). El Acuerdo de Escazú y el derecho de acceso a la información dan
a luz una nueva jurisprudencia. Análisis jurisprudencial. Sentencia Fundación Ambiente
y Recursos Naturales (farn) c/ ypf SA s/varios. Revista Derecho Del Estado, (44),
385–396. https://doi.org/10.18601/01229893.n44.14 (it contains a very brief overall
picture about the Escazu Agreement, followed by a review of the body of laws
concerning ‘access rights’ at the international and inter-american level; the author ends
analysing the first judgment that relies on the Escazu Agreement to maintain the
preeminence of the right of access to information: the legal case is known as Fundación
Ambiente y Recursos Naturales (FARN) c/ YPF SA s/Varios.)

Jiménez Martínez, M. (2021). Defensores de Derechos Humanos Ambientales en América
Latina: invisibles al poder e imprescindibles para la tierra. Revista Aranzadi de Derecho
Ambiental, (49), 215-259 (the author analyses the prevention and protection tools that
cover environmental defenders in Latin America, with a special emphasis on indigenous
people.)
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