
 
 

SYMPOSIUM 

ECOLOGICAL EPISTEMOLOGIES: MOVING BEYOND THE 

MONOCULTURAL IMAGINARY 

Wednesday, 21 March 2012 at 10.30am 

Venue: The University of Waikato, Room B.1.20, B Block 

 'Arguably, nothing could be more important to future relationships between human beings, and between 

human beings and the living world, than a revised approach to established ways of 'knowing' and to the politics 

of the production and circulation of 'knowledge'. This is also an issue at the heart of intercultural relations.   

 

Te Piringa - Faculty of Law at the University of Waikato is delighted to announce a symposium with leading 

feminist philosopher Professor Lorraine Code, entitled 'Ecological Epistemologies: 

Moving Beyond the Monocultural Imaginary', to be held at the Waikato University 

campus, Hamilton, New Zealand on March 21st 2012, in conjunction with the Global 

Network for the Study of Human Rights and the Environment (GNHRE) 

(www.gnhre.org). 

 

How we 'know' and how we produce and circulate 'knowledge' have deep implications 

for the construction of social power and the formation of human action in the world. 

This exciting symposium features Professor Lorraine Code, a leading thinker in the 

search for new ways of 'knowing', and author of Ecological Thinking: The Politics of 

Epistemic Location. 

 

One reviewer of Code's book suggest that Code develops the idea of 'ecological thinking' as 'an alternative, and 

antidote, to epistemic monolingualism. Code persuasively shows how Western epistemology is analogous to 

enforced single-crop agriculture that chokes native species and destroys variety ... and brilliantly creates a new 

model for epistemic pluralism'. 

 

With the climate in crisis and the emergence of new, critical-constructive conversations about humanity's place 

in the living order - conversations increasingly responsive to vigorous indigenous political and ecological 

movements all over the world - Code's work could hardly be more timely or compelling as the basis for a 

continuing exploration for new, responsible modes of knowing and acting. 

 

If you wish to attend this exciting symposium please contact Anna Grear at Te Piringa - Faculty of Law at 

a.m.grear@waikato.ac.nz.  Places are limited in order to enhance the opportunity to discuss the issues raised in 

the context of a genuinely conversational roundtable event - so please book early. 

 

Tea & coffee is available from 10:00am with the symposium commencing at 10.30.  

 

http://www.gnhre.org/
mailto:a.m.grear@waikato.ac.nz

